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«H IAEA

THX EAEYOEPIAY,
MAY ENQNEI |
ME TON MITAIPON»

2tnv enétero 200 xpovwv

a6 tov fdvato tou Adpdou
Bupwva, dUo exdnAcoeig
Aéyou ka1 téxvng otnv ABriva
KaAoUv oUyxpovoug giAoug
g EAAGSag va apouoidoouv
dnpioupyieg Toug — avdpeod
ToUG, 0 ouvBétng Top ZpdiA

THX EOHX ®AAIAA

OnNAwpPEVog PIAEAANvVag
ouvOétng Top Zpdia
OUPPETEXEL OTNV ATIO-
Yvi ekéridwon moin-
oNng KAl PHOUOIKNAE 0TO
Hp®dero «EANveg xat
dEMNVES TIOU S10pYa-
vavel n Etaipeia yia tov EMinviopd kar @iAeAAnviopd
(EE®), oe oupmpaén pe tnv Opxriotpa Xuyxpovng
Movoiknig tng EPT kat unté tnv aryida tng Bpetavi-
k1i¢ [IpeoPeiag, tou utoupyeiou [ToArmiopou kat Tou
Aripou Abnvaiwv. H exé1iAwon yivetal oto mAaiolo
g emneteiov Twv 200 xpévwv amd tov Bdvato tou
A6pdou Bipwva oto MecoAdyy1.

O dyyAog popavtikég moinTiig kat o péAOg Tou
oty dvinon Tou eUPMOTIATKOU PIAEAANVIKOU KIVi-
patog Tov 190 ai®va mou avayvmploe Tov EMNVIKO
ayova ave&aptnoiag tou 1821 pépvouv oto Hpwdelo
amnéye moAoug dSnpioupyoug amnd tnv EAAGSa kat to
e&wtepikd, avdpeod toug ka1t ouyypagéa Biktépia
XioAom, Tnv apepikavida mowitpia - kadnynitpia oto
IMavemotipio tg OEpépdng Ariora E. ZtéAvyke kat
tov ouvBétn Top Zpdih, o omtoiog Ba ouvodeloel Tig
arnayyeAieg moinpdtwv tou Aépdou Bipwva, and
ta «Nno1d ¢ EAAGdac», kab®¢ kat AAA®V eAA-
VOV Kal QIAeAAVeV TIoinTt@dv (AAe&dvtp ITovoky,
TNoxdva KivkeA, Brtopio Zepévi, TovAoug ZAoBdxi,
DOpeviepik MiotpdA, Kwotig [Taiapdc, ApiototéAng
Barawpitng). «<H 18€a emiokeyng evig téTIOU 6TIOU

Kkaveic atofdvetal eheliBepog, ViwOel eUTUXIOPEVOC
éxovtag 1o aioBnpa 6t emotpé@el omitt Tou gival
auTto TIOU EV@VEL EPAC TOUC OUYXPOVOUC PIAEAANVEG
pe tov Bupwvar Aéet o Top Zpdia.

O ayyAog ouvBétng otn ouvopiAia pag péow
WhatsApp poipdletar Ti¢ evOoUOIDBEIS EVIUTIOOEIG
TOU amod T TPOTES Pépeg POvompou otn Mdvn.
Exei 6mou amné 1o 2015 pe tn 0UCuyd Tou ouyypagéa
katmaviotpia Apika AApma mepvave e v o1Koyé-
veld Toug peydro xpoviké didotnpa. «Ayopdoape
éva kpo6 étprvo ottt pe Evav peydAo kAo mdve
ané v Kapdapivin. Mmopd va e 61t Ka0e popd
mou épxopat otnv [leAortévvnoo atoOdvopar Oaprm-
pévog amd 1o tomio, avrikpiovrag v mapd&evn
opop@id tou Taijyetou, akovyovtag ta toakdila va
Tpayouddve péoa otn vixta, oav apxaia midopata
TIoU @wvadouv “eipai edm”».

Kai v epxdépevn Tpitn oto Mouoeio Mmievdkn tng
0600 Telpai®¢ CUPPETEXEL OTN PHOUOTKA EKONA®WON
«Echoes of Greece», otn 81dpkeia tng omoiag 6a akou-
0ToUV €pya [1OUOIKNAG 8wPATiou TwV oUYXpovmV e
oV A6pdo Bipwva ouvBetdv Zoupmept Mmietfev,
Mévteroov. O Top Zpdih eketvn t fpadid Oa mapou-
01401 TG S1KEC TOU PIAEAANVIKEG TIPOEKTAOELS PIE TNV
Tipepépa tng oUvOeoric Tou «Mopidg». H oovdta yia
To€A0 Ka1 8€Ka POUO1KOUG avTITIPOOWTIEUEL TN OXEon
TOU oUyxpovou @IAéAAnva pie t xopa.

H ocovara «<Mopias»

«H oUvBeon “Mopidg” dev eival pia aneikévion
Bouvav, Balacowv, Sackv, apxainv eperminv i
avOpomwv, av kat propei Kaveic va 6&1 vonTtikég
€IKOVEG TETOIMV TIpaypdtwy 6Tav akoUoel tTh Hou-

4

b «H 10€a eniokeyns
€vOs TOMou 6nou
kaveis aicBdveral
€ENEUOEPOS, VIWOEI
EUTUXIOUEVOS
€X0VTas 1O aicOnua
OTI ENICTPEQPEI

oniTi Tou gival autd
nou evWVvel ePas
TOUS CUYXPOVOUS
PINEANNVES

ME ToV BUpwva»,
Aé€l 0 cUVOETNS
Toy ZudiA

Info

«ENANVES Kal
DINEANVES», andYe
otis 21.00 oto
Hpwdelo kal «<Echoes
of Greece» oTIS
15/10 omis 19.30 oT0
Mougcegio Mnevdkn,
Meipaiws 138

owri» e€nyet o Top Zpdih. «Efvar pia avravdkiaon
Tou 6,t1 ouvavinoa otnv EAAGSa xat pe evémveuoe.
HpBa yia mpdtn popd e8¢ 1o 2011. H 0GCuyéc pov,
ouyypa@éag Apika Alpma, ritav ané kaipé Bavpd-
OTpla NG X®PAg 0ag Kai pag miye — ta madid pag
Kat epéva — mpata oto IInAo, oe dAAa onpeia g
nrnelpwtikig EAAGdag, ota vnoid kai petd otnv
ITedomévvnoo. Exel o té6mo¢ apéowe xtUmnoe pia
xopd1 péoa pou. A6 tote €xm povipmg éva aiodn-
pa eve&iag xat evtuxiag. Metd amé autd to taidt
epxépaotav oxedov kdOe xpovo kai PAémoviag
O\eg TIC YOVIEC TNGC XAPag To TdBog pou yia kabeti
eMnvIKO peydimve. To 2021 ayopdoape éva pikpo
omiti kovtd otnv Kapdapidin otn Mdvn. Eivai maiié
Kat 6pop@o pe peydro KNimo Kat pia tomobeoia mou
K6Bet tnv avdoa. O Tailiyetog miow, n 6Ghacoa
KAt xat evoidpeoa ddon kai eAaidveg. Aev gival
pévo n ouykAovioTiki Quoikn opop@id tng EAAGdag
Tou pe yontevel i ta Bavpata tou mapeABévtog
™¢. AAG 0 yonteuTikG¢ TPOTIOG pe TOV OToi0 o1
EMnvecg ouvéuddouv tov maAié Kai tov véo TpoTmo
Cwrig, TIOU ev® aykaAlddel Tn vemTePIKOTNTA €XEL
®0oTtdoo dratnprioel t6oa TTOAAG amd autd Tou epeic
otnv AyyAia éxoupe xdoew.

Kat apéowg petd o Top Zpdii, o omoiog kdvel
pévog Tou epyacieg ouvtipnong oTto Taitd méTpivo
aypotéomito tng Mdvng kat ppovtidel ta d€vrpa kat
Ta QUTA TOU KATIOU, CUPTIANP@VEL e apyn, otabepn
@uvi Kat owoti Ipo@opd ota eAMnvikd: «H oU¢uydg
pou kai ey® eivai 0o xpévia tdpa mou KAVOUHE
padnpata péow Zoom pe évav SA0KAA0 EAANVIK®OV
amé v Kpritn. Aev eivat euyeviko va (eig oe évav
TOTIO KAl va pn PIAGE Tn YA®OOod TV KATOTK®V TOU».

BaBia ociwnn otnv kndegia Tou Miun MNAEocoa

2€ KAiua BaBids cuykivnons ginav 1o UGTATO XAipE
xBes oTov onoudaio Miun MNMAéooa nAnBos kbaopovu,
NMOAITIKOI, KAANITEXVES Kal TO ayannuéva Tou npdow-
na, n oUuzuyos Tou Aoukida Kappép (oTh pwTtoypa-
®ia) kai Ta naidid Tou EAedvva kai Avtivns.

O EexwploTds ouvBETNS, 0 onoios €puye and Tn zwn
otis 5 OkTwBpiou Aiyo npiv kAeicel Ta 100 Tou xpdvia,
KNOEUTNKE OTIS TPEIS TO HECNUEPI EVW N 6OPOS

Tou NTav o€ Adikd npookuvnua and Tis 10 xBes 10
npwi.

To ducavaninpwTo Kevo nou denoe unevBupioav Ta
Tpayoudia nou akouoTnkav oto MNpwTo NekpoTapeio,
onws 10 «AyaAua» 1 10 «©a Niw anOYe To PeYYApI».
2TIS ANOXAIPETIOTAPIES OMIAIES and TOUS OIKEIOUS Kal
TOUS OUVEPYATES TOU UvnpoveUTnKay N onoudaidtn-
Ta Kal N zeotaold Tou MAéooa aAAd Kal n atépuovn
otipIgEn Kal aydnn Tns cuzUyou Tou, nou ATav dinAa
TOU WS TO TEAEUTAIO AENTO TNS ZWNs TOu. «AdEINCE TO
oniTl yas, dd€lace n zwn Pou» ATav Ta TEAEUTaia TNS
Aoyia...
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"THE IDEA OF FREEDOM UNITES US WITH HIM"

On the 200th anniversary of Lord Byron's death, two events in Athens celebrate literature and art, inviting
contemporary Philhellenes to showcase their work. Among them is composer Tom Smail.

By Efi Falida

Renowned Philhellene composer Tom Smail is participating in tonight’s poetry and music event titled
"Greeks and Philhellenes" at the Odeon of Herodes Atticus. This event is organised by the Society for
Hellenism and Philhellenism (EEF), in collaboration with the ERT Contemporary Music Orchestra, and
under the auspices of the British Embassy, the Ministry of Culture and the City of Athens. The event
commemorates the 200th anniversary of Lord Byron’s death in Messolonghi.

The English Romantic poet and his role in the flourishing of the European Philhellenic movement in the
19th century, which recognised Greece’s 1821 War of Independence, brings many creators from Greece
and abroad to the Herodeion tonight. Among them are author Victoria Hislop, American poet and Oxford
University professor Alicia E. Stallings, and composer Tom Smail, who will accompany recitations of
Byron’s poetry, including "The Isles of Greece," and works by Greek and Philhellene poets (such as
Alexander Pushkin, Johanna Kinkel, Vittorio Sereni, Juliusz Stowacki, Frédéric Mistral, Kostis Palamas,
and Aristotelis Valaoritis).

Smail reflects, "The idea of visiting a place where one feels free and at home is what connects us modern
Philhellenes to Byron." The English composer, in our WhatsApp conversation, shares his enthusiastic
impressions of the early autumn days in Mani, where he and his wife, author and pianist Alba Arikha,
have spent significant time with their family since 2015. “We bought a small stone house with a large
garden above Kardamyli. Every time I come to the Peloponnese, I am struck by the landscape,
mesmerised by the strange beauty of the Taygetos Mountains. I listen to the jackals singing in the night,
ancient creatures calling out, ‘I am here.””

This coming Tuesday, he will showcase his work at the musical event "Echoes of Greece" at the Benaki
Museum on Pireos Street, where chamber works by composers from Lord Byron’s era (Schubert,
Beethoven, and Mendelssohn) will be performed alongside three pieces by Tom. That evening, Smail will
present his own Philhellenic interpretations with the premiere of his composition Morias. This work for
ten musicians represents the modern Philhellene’s connection with Greece.

Morias

“The composition Morias is not a depiction of mountains, seas, forests, ancient ruins, or people, although
one might envision such things while listening to the music. It’s a reflection of everything I have
encountered in Greece that has inspired me,” explains Tom Smail. “I first came here in 2011. My wife,
author Alba Arikha, had long been an admirer of your country, and she took us—our children and me —
first to Pelion, then to other parts of mainland Greece, the islands, and finally the Peloponnese. The place
struck a chord within me immediately. Ever since, I have felt a lasting sense of wellbeing and happiness
here. After that, we returned nearly every year, and as I explored all corners of the country, my passion for
everything Greek grew.

In 2021, we bought a small house near Kardamyli in Mani. It’s old and beautiful, with a large garden and
a breathtaking location: the Taygetos mountains behind, the sea below, and forests and olive groves in
between. It’s not just the stunning natural beauty of Greece that enchants me, or the wonders of its past,
but the captivating way in which Greeks combine the old and the new, embracing modernity, while
preserving so much of what we in England have lost.”

And immediately afterward, Tom Smail, who handles the maintenance of his old stone farmhouse in Mani
himself and tends to the trees and plants in the garden, adds in a slow, steady voice with perfect Greek
pronunciation: “My wife and I have been taking lessons for two years now via Zoom with a Greek
teacher from Crete. It’s not polite to live in a place and not speak the language of its people.”



